Stimulation of gastric and colonic mucosal eicosanoid synthesis by plantain banana.
Extracts of plantain banana (Musa sapientum Linn var. paradisiaca) were studied on the accumulation of eicosanoids in incubates of human gastric and colonic mucosa. The ethanolic extract caused a concentration-dependent increase in the eicosanoid accumulation but the water extract was ineffective. Since all the eicosanoids studied tended to increase, banana may act by increasing the availability of arachidonate. In control tissues the accumulation of PGE and TXB2 in the incubates decreased with time while that of 6-keto-PGF1 alpha increased (colon only, studied).